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of 1000 million tons of coking coal, and at present supply the
steel mills of Khabarovsk (see p. 343). Although the output
of many of these regions is at present relatively small, the
potential resources are enormous. The Tungus basin alone,
for example, is considered to'possess the greatest coal resources
in the world.
Forty-two regions now use coal from their .own territories
as compared with ten in 1929. This wider distribution of the
industry has also been accompanied by a high degree of
mechanization and the concentration of production in a
relatively small number of very large mines in each coalfield.
The effect of the rationalization of the coal industry has
been to increase the annual output from 29-1 million tons
in 1913 (87 per cent, from the Donetz coalfield) to 132-9
million tons in 1938 (a little over 60 per cent, from the
Donetz), and to increase the proportion of coal mined in
areas outside the Don basin. It has been estimated that by
1940 the output had risen still further, to 164-6 million tons.
Between 1938 and 1940 90 per cent, of the mining processes
were performed mechanically.
The most recent development has been the underground
gasification of coal, which was initiated in 1936. The coal
is set on fire underground, and an air blast is pumped down
to it. The gas and by-products are collected through pipes
which come up to the surface at the other end of the seam.
Eighty to 90 per cent, of the coal may be utilized in this way,
as compared with 60 per cent, by conventional mining
methods. This system was being operated in 1940 in sections
of the Moscow, Donetz, and West Siberian coalfields.
Oil. Rationalization has also been effected in the distribu-
tion of the oil industry. Although as late as 1937 15 per cent,
of the oil output of the Caucasus was transported more than
1000 miles, the establishment of new oil-producing areas is
rapidly reducing transport. Not only have new oilfields been
opened up in the older oil-bearing regions of the Caucasus,
but wells are now in operation in the Turkmenian and Kirghiz
republics, while between the Volga and the Urals a vast new
oil-bearing region known as "the second Baku" has been